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to keep under water, and depend on torpedoes, of which his
supply was limited by the smallness of his stowage.
As for the hunt, everything that could be spared or improvised
in the way of cruisers, destroyers, submarines, patrol boats and
armed trawlers was pressed into service. The hydrophone and
the depth-charge were developed and applied as the fight went
on. The Admiralty made desperate attempts to close the
Straits of Dover with barrages of mines and wired nets, and to
close the- outlets of the German harbours with minefields. There
were, besides, ingenious traps and decoy-ships designed to lure
the U-boat to destruction.
All these devices combined had at first but a scanty measure of
success: the heavy tides and storms of the Channel tangled up
and swept away the wire nets and barrages; the Germans
cleared the minefields round their home waters almost as soon
as they were laid. Moreover, the British mine was a cheap and
ineffectual machine which either failed to explode or speedily
filled and sank. On the 29th March and again on the 17th April,
1917, the Commander-in-Chief wrote urgently to the First Lord
on the subject. " I hope/5 said Sir David Beatty, " you get
something definite out of the Minister of Munitions and 4th
Sea Lord Conference re Mines. From all Jellicoe told me and all
that I gleaned of our mines in present use I am more convinced
than ever that we are entirely dependent upon a mine that will
go off in sufficient quantities to win the war. We have not started
to do that yet, and the new Board has been in being five months.
We must think of it on the largest scale possible or we shall be
done in and it will be the lack of foresight of the Navy that has
caused our defeat." It was not until the Admiralty procured a
specimen of the greatly superior German mines and had it
copied in large numbers that any real progress was made with
the laying of minefields. In the meantime the German yards
were busy. Flights of ever stronger, larger and more powerfofly
armed submarines either broke through the Channel or crwasi
round Cape Wrath, appearing here there and everywhere, teir
ing along every approach to our harbours and taking e^rer
heavier toll of the incoming and outgoing merchant
Everything under every flag, with a few well-calculated
tions, was sunk at sight, so that even the hospital ships w&e
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